Canine Bite Levels

Designed by Dr. Sophia Yin, llustrated by Liii Chin*

Gat help belom | progressss 1o

an actual blla. Do not punish these
waming signs or the dog may progress
to biting without waming. instesd,
leetn the signs of tear and anxiety

that the dog may show prior to this
siuation and the common human
nctions that might contribute.

Level 1 (Pre-Bite)

Snapping {air blle, no contact)

Level 2 (Near-Bite)

Tooth contact on skin
bul no punciure
E - §€3
Level 3
3JA. Skin punctures, single bits
{all punctures shaliower than
the length of the canine tooth) =
» __,..-"'._'

3B. Skin punctures, multiple bilea
{all punclures shaliower than the

length of the canine isoth)

Level 4 (Very Serious)

This naar-blie Is conceming sven
though it is inhibited and has not
yol brokon skin. Ask yourseif what
sariler signs {l.e. of fear/anxbety)
you missed.

Even though the bite may nol ba
severs |l & stitl reportable.
Raporting ts mandatory i the victim
is trealed in a hospital. Once your
dog has actually bltten at this level
(or highat} he will atways be
considered a liability, even H, with
behavior modification b ts 29.9%
Improrvbd.

Multipie bites generatly mean the
dog s In a highar arousal stals.
The dog Is reacting without thinking
in between blies.

This is & harder bite than a level 3

Singla bits with punctures desper bils. It's no ionger Inhibhed.

than ihe length of tha canine Therelore, i epresents & much

{the dog bit and clamped down) higher iabllity. This level bita zan
il a ehiid.

or with siashes in both directions
shook his head) /—--

Level 5 (Very Serious)

Dogs that bite al this Jevel have
genarally had practice biting ot levels
3 and 4 already. Some dogs s so
fomriul thiat & acary eva tiggers such
a high arousal stale that thay gel stuck

Multiple-blia attack with deap
punctures, or multiple attack
incldent

@: ln & rasctive mode and contiue o
1 f
Level 6 (Death)
It's Important 10 realize het even
fitllo dogs and pupples can kil
infants and small chitinen and thet
s S e naressed
consumed f's best 1o 308k qualified help beforn
the dog aven reaches a level 2 bite.
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